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Applicant(s) ^ 

BEECK ET AL 


Examiner 

Leo B. Tentoni 


Art Unit 

1732 



1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

SjD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
isposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim© is/are allowed. 

6) IE1 Claim(s) 17 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [x] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 03 January 2002 is/are: aM accepted or b)D objected to by the Examine 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PT 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

\2)M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)M All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.[Xl Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National ! 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



ed (PTO-892) 

Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
tatement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
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icknowledged of papers £ 



U.S.C. 119 (a) -(d), 



fitted under 35 



3 have been placed of record i 



Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: Appropriate headings should be used throughout the 
instant specification. On page 4: line 14, it appears that 
"beams" should be - - bars - - ; line 19, numeral "19" is used 
for two different parts of the apparatus. On page 5, line 1, it 
appears that "10" should be - - 8 - - . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide 
proper antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter. See 3 7 
CFR 1.75(d) (1) and MPEP § S08 . 01 (o) . Correction of the following 
is required: The specification does not provide support for the 
aspects of pressure equalizing and labyrinth-like distribution 
chambers provided on both longitudinal sides of the rectangular 
nozzle stack (claim 3), and the first passage has two to a 
maximum of five times greater rectangular cross sections than the 
subsequent second passage (claim 4) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4 . The following is a quotatic 
U.S.C. 112: 



i of the second paragraph of 3 5 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claims 1-5, the preamble recites "method and apparatus'' 
and thus, it is not clear if these claims are method claims, or 
if these claims are apparatus claims (for purposes of 
examination, these claims have been interpreted to be method 



In claim 6, line 6, "12" and "13" are not screws. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
s the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: None of the prior art references 
presently of record, alone or in combination, disclose, suggest 
or teach a steam misting process including the steps of passing 
the steam through a pressure equalizing chamber and emerging the 
steam on an entire longitudinal side of a rectangular stack as 
set forth in independent claim 1, or a misting apparatus 
including a pressure equalizing chamber and a steam outlet bar 
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comprising two bars attached by screws as set forth in 
independent claim 6 . 

8 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent 
4,124,666 is equivalent to DE 2630055 cited in the international 
search report. The Japanese references are cited as being of 

international search report. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Leo B. 
Tentoni whose telephone number is (571) 272-1209. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (6:30 A.M. - 3:00 
P.M. ) . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni can 
be reached on (571) 272-1196. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PA I. 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 

Leo B. Tentoni 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 
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